
ARCHIVES | All 10 May 2013

The Pentecost Novena
The Pentecost Novena is the first of all novenas, nine days of prayer.
After Jesus' Ascension into heaven, He commanded His disciples to
come together in the upper room to devote themselves to constant
prayer (Acts 1:14). They prayed for nine days before receiving the Holy
Spirit on Pentecost.
On May 4, 1897, Pope Leo XIII proclaimed: "We decree and command
that throughout the whole Catholic Church, this year and in every
subsequent year, a novena shall take place before Whit-Sunday
(Pentecost), in all parish churches." It has been reported that Pope Leo
XIII was inspired to mandate the Pentecost novena because of a letter
from a housewife in Italy. Pope John Paul II has reiterated Pope Leo
XIII's command for a worldwide Pentecost novena, although the
novena can be prayed at any time — not only before Pentecost.
Try to go to Holy Mass daily throughout the novena. Go to Confession
during the novena. Make visits to church to adore the Eucharistic Jesus
throughout the novena. The Church has not written any official prayers
for the novena. The following prayers are suggested.
Day 1 - Friday after the Ascension (Where the Ascension is celebrated
on Thursday)
Pray: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your faithful, and enkindle in
them the fire of Your love.
V. Send forth Your Spirit, and they shall be created,
R. And You shall renew the face of the earth.
Let us pray: O God, Who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the
hearts of Your faithful, grant that by that same Holy Spirit, we may be
truly wise and ever rejoice in His consolation, through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Read: The daily Eucharistic readings:
Acts 18:9-18
John 16:20-23
(For a teaching on the daily Eucharistic readings see: One Bread, One
Body)
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